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Republican Who Bluntly Backed Gay Marriage Loses Some Support Back Home

By JOHN ELIGON

February 29, 2012

ALBANY — With a blunt one-liner — “They can take the job and shove it” — describing his disregard for the political consequences of his decision to support same-sex marriage last year, Senator Roy J. McDonald, a Republican from Saratoga, became a hero to gay rights groups.

But now, some of Mr. McDonald’s onetime supporters seem to be taking his punchy invitation to heart.

The Republican committee in Mr. McDonald’s hometown, Wilton, where he was town supervisor, this week shunned him by endorsing one of his potential opponents in his re-election campaign. Mr. McDonald has also been spurned by Republican committees in Malta and Halfmoon, though they have not endorsed an alternative candidate, The Troy Record reported.

Elaine Gerber, vice chairwoman of the Wilton Republican Committee, said Mr. McDonald’s words were a factor in her decision to vote against him. “If I said that to the person who hired me, I would be fired,” she said. “Obviously, he didn’t care if I fired him.”

Mr. McDonald is the second of the four Republican senators who supported same-sex marriage to face direct political trouble as all state lawmakers prepare to face voters this year.

Last week, Senator Mark J. Grisanti, a Buffalo Republican who also supported same-sex marriage, lost the support of the Erie County Conservative Party, which played a crucial role in his election to his first term two years ago. The state’s Conservative Party said it would oppose the re-election of the four senators, and the National Organization for Marriage pledged to try to defeat them.

But the four senators have also benefited from their votes — they have raised large amounts of money from advocates for same-sex marriage. And on Wednesday, Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, a generous contributor to Senate Republicans, pledged to support them.

“I can’t go up there and vote for them — I vote in New York City — but I’ve certainly supported them financially,” Mr. Bloomberg said. Mr. McDonald, in an interview Wednesday, did not seem concerned about the loss of support, saying that he has had a good career in public service and that the voters of Wilton have supported him. Wilton is not part of Mr. McDonald’s current district, but would be added to it under a proposed redistricting map.

In a statement later, Mr. McDonald said he had been endorsed by the Stillwater Republican Committee.

“I will work to gather support throughout the entire district and run on my record of eliminating or lowering taxes and creating jobs for local people,” he said. Mr. McDonald retains some support among party leaders in his district. Scott Kingsley, chairman of the Wilton Republican Committee, said he was among the minority that voted to endorse Mr. McDonald’s re-election, citing his two decades of doing a “very good job” as town supervisor.

“We cannot be branded by that single issue,” Mr. Kingsley said, referring to same-sex marriage. “If we’re constantly making decisions based on that one issue, we’re going to have a hard time putting together a coalition to govern.”

Mr. Kingsley said that John Nolan, the chairman of the Saratoga County Republican Committee, had also spoken at the Wilton meeting and encouraged members to support Mr. McDonald, arguing that his incumbency increased his chances of being re-elected, which would help the Republican Party retain its slim majority in the Senate.

But the Wilton Republicans endorsed the freshman Assemblyman Steven F. McLaughlin, hoping that he would challenge Mr. McDonald for the Senate seat. Mr. McLaughlin said that he had not decided to run, but that he believed Mr. McDonald had not represented conservative values on abortion, taxation or marriage. And he criticized Mr. McDonald for supporting same-sex marriage after having pledged to oppose it.

“When you then say, four days before a monumental vote, that, ‘I’m sick and tired of partisan politics; if you don’t like it, take the job and shove it,’ ” Mr. McLaughlin said, “I believe that the people that sent you off, they have a right to feel betrayed.”
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